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is passed over briefly. It is of their admiralty side that the fullest 
statement is made, and a summary view is presented of the plead- 
ings, practice, principles and administration of Courts of Admiralty. 
A more complete and yet concise treatment of that important sub- 
ject is hardly possible, and it undoubtedly is the most valuable part 
of this work. A short review of the Court of Claims brings to a 
close a volume which will prove of great practical value. 

A. G. D. 



A Treatise on the American Law of Guardianship of Minors 
and Persons of Unsound Mind. By J. G. Woerner, Author 
of American Law of Administration. Boston : Little, Brown & 
Co. 1897. 

Probably this is the first work exclusively devoted to the law 
relating to guardians of minors and of persons of unsound mind, 
but the author's labor demonstrates the necessity and utility of 
such a book. His main object was to arrange and publish the law 
which " provides for the management of the property of those who 
are conclusively presumed, or adjudged, to be incompetent to 
manage it themselves." This he has done in an able manner. His 
former labors on The American Law of Administration fitted him 
peculiarly to treat of his present subject. 

After an introductory chapter, the book is divided into two 
parts : I. Guardianship over Minors ; II. Guardianship of Persons 
of Unsound Mind. Under the first he treats of the institution of 
guardianship over minors, of the functions of guardians, of the 
conversion of real estate of minors, and of the guardian's account- 
ing. The second is divided into the procedure to establish the 
unsoundness of mind, the functions of guardians to persons of 
unsound mind, and of the close of guardianship. 

Each of these titles is minutely divided, and by the aid of the 
very complete index, information is easily accessible. 

The name of the publishers guarantees the mechanical excellence 
of the book. ' W. B. L. 



American Railroad and Corporation Reports. Edited and 
Annotated by John Lewis. Vol. XII. Chicago : E. B. 
Myers & Co. 1896. 

This useful series of reports is well known to the profession. 
There is but little need, therefore, for extended comment upon 
Volume XII. The volume is fully abreast of the standard set by 
its predecessors. Among the interesting cases which are reprinted 
in it are Shellenberg v. Fremont, etc., Co. (p. 27) ; Union Pacific 
Railway Co. v. Johnston (p. 31) ; Ringwalt v. Wabash R. Co. 
(p. 4) ; Kentucky Wagon Mfg. Co. v. Ohio Ry. Co. (p. 48), and 
Shaachl v. III. Central R. Co. (p. 57) — all of which deal with 
questions connected with the rights and liabilities of railroads as 
common carriers. Baillie v. Augusta Savings Bank (p. 1) con- 
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tains a full discussion of the liability of a bank for the neglect of 
its correspondent in collecting a cheque. The note to the case 
(pp. 8-26) is a convenient collection of recent decisions. The 
decision of the Supreme Court of the United States, in Town of 
Andes v. Ely (p. 67), gives occasion to a note discussing the latest 
cases on municipal and railroad aid bonds. In Montgomery v. 
Phillips (p. 117) the Court of Errors and Appeals of New Jersey 
refuse to recognize the validity of an unrecorded mortgage given 
to one of the directors, who subsequently sought to enforce it at the 
expense of those who had given credit to the concern in ignorance 
of. the existence of the encumbrance. This transaction was 
undoubtedly fraudulent and the decision was correct. It does not, 
however, necessarily involve the important question of the right of 
a corporation bona fide to prefer a director-creditor which is 
touched upon in the note (pp. 124-126). In O' Bear Jewelry Co. 
v. Volfer (p. 137), a bill prayed relief upon the theory that the 
assets of the defendant corporation constituted a trust fund of 
which the corporation was trustee and the complainants and other 
creditors cestuis que trustent. This contention was disposed of by 
the court. McClellan, J., in an able opinion, repudiated the so- 
called "American doctrine" that the property of an insolvent 
corporation is a trust fund for the benefit of creditors, and 
remarked that to his mind "there is nothing clearer in principle 
than the proposition that the property of a corporation, sol- 
vent or insolvent, bears identically the same relations to the 
creditors of such corporation as the property of an individual 
or co-partnership, solvent or insolvent, sustains to the creditors 
of the individual or partnership and is or is not to be im- 
pressed with a trust for creditors upon the same circumstances 
and under the same conditions in the first case as in the latter 
two. ' ' This undoubtedly correct decision is rendered all the more 
valuable, because it seems to settle the law of Alabama on the sub- 
ject by expressly overruling in straightforward fashion (so far as 
they were inconsistent) the earlier decisions of the same court in 
Correy v. Wadsworth, Goodyear Rubber Co. v. Scott Co., and 
Gibson v. Furniture Co. 

Missouri Pacific Railway Co. v. Meeh (p. 218) is followed 
(pp. 227-253) by an exhaustive note on corporations chartered by 
two or more states. In Jones v. Aspen Hardware Co. (p. 468), 
the Supreme Court of Colorado deals with certain questions con- 
nected with the organization of corporations under general laws. 
Mr. Lewis's exhaustive note upon this subject (pp. 474-522) con- 
tains a most useful discussion of the authorities. 

The Index to Volumes VII— XII. contains references to both the 
reported cases and the notes. It is extremely full and satisfactory. 
The twelve volumes, as they stand, will be found most useful by 
any one who has occasion to investigate questions of railroad or 
corporation law or the kindred subjects named on the title-page. 

G. W. P. 



